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(4) Maintaining substantiating evi-
dence, when required by the contract, 
that the supplies or services conform 
to contract quality requirements, and 
furnishing such information to the 
Government as required. 

(b) The contractor may be required 
to provide and maintain an inspection 
system or program for the control of 
quality that is acceptable to the Gov-
ernment (see 46.202). 

(c) The control of quality by the con-
tractor may relate to, but is not lim-
ited to— 

(1) Manufacturing processes, to en-
sure that the product is produced to, 
and meets, the contract’s technical re-
quirements; 

(2) Drawings, specifications, and en-
gineering changes, to ensure that man-
ufacturing methods and operations 
meet the contract’s technical require-
ments; 

(3) Testing and examination, to en-
sure that practices and equipment pro-
vide the means for optimum evaluation 
of the characteristics subject to inspec-
tion; 

(4) Reliability and maintainability 
assessment (life, endurance, and con-
tinued readiness); 

(5) Fabrication and delivery of prod-
ucts, to ensure that only conforming 
products are tendered to the Govern-
ment; 

(6) Technical documentation, includ-
ing drawings, specifications, hand-
books, manuals, and other technical 
publications; 

(7) Preservation, packaging, packing, 
and marking; and 

(8) Procedures and processes for serv-
ices to ensure that services meet con-
tract performance requirements. 

(d) The contractor is responsible for 
performing all inspections and test re-
quired by the contract except those 
specifically reserved for performance 
by the Government (see 46.201(c). 

[48 FR 42415, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 55 
FR 38517, Sept. 18, 1990] 

Subpart 46.2—Contract Quality 
Requirements 

46.201 General. 
(a) The contracting officer shall in-

clude in the solicitation and contract 
the appropriate quality requirements. 

The type and extent of contract qual-
ity requirements needed depends on the 
particular acquisition and may range 
from inspection at time of acceptance 
to a requirement for the contractor’s 
implementation of a comprehensive 
program for controlling quality. 

(b) As feasible, solicitations and con-
tracts may provide for alternative, but 
substantially equivalent, inspection 
methods to obtain wide competition 
and low cost. The contracting officer 
may also authorize contractor-rec-
ommended alternatives when in the 
Government’s interest and approved by 
the activity responsible for technical 
requirements. 

(c) Although contracts generally 
make contractors responsible for per-
forming inspection before tendering 
supplies to the Government, there are 
situations in which contracts will pro-
vide for specialized inspections to be 
performed solely by the Government. 
Among situations of this kind are— 

(1) Tests that require use of special-
ized test equipment or facilities not or-
dinarily available in suppliers’ plants 
or commercial laboratories (e.g., bal-
listic testing of ammunition, unusual 
environmental tests, and simulated 
service tests); and 

(2) Contracts that require Govern-
ment testing for first article approval 
(see subpart 9.3). 

(d) Except as otherwise specified by 
the contract, required contractor test-
ing may be performed in the contrac-
tor’s or subcontractor’s laboratory or 
testing facility, or in any other labora-
tory or testing facility acceptable to 
the Government. 

46.202 Types of contract quality re-
quirements. 

Contract quality requirements fall 
into four general categories, depending 
on the extent of quality assurance 
needed by the Government for the ac-
quisition involved. 

[48 FR 42415, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 60 
FR 48249, Sept. 18, 1995] 

46.202–1 Contracts for commercial 
items. 

When acquiring commercial items 
(see part 12), the Government shall rely 
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